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4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


One 


|S. LENGTH Of OBSERVATION . 


_ See Case _ 
ry TYPE OF OBSERVATION 


Groung-Visue 


7 COURSE 
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18. PHOTOS 


O Yes 


AK Ne 
1%. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


1) Yes 


“xX ‘aia 


MOU 990 
: : 01/00322 
3. SOURCE ; 
| Civilian 


PROJECT 10073 RECORD 
2. LOCATION + © - 


Springfield, Ohio 


10, CONCLUSION _a. ; 


Other (UNRELIABLE REPORT) 


fhe observer reported to the Duty Officer that he first sighted 


he object at 7:35FM on 28 Feb 69 and last vigil it 2 Mer 69 


lat 6 :08EM, The revor 1S on fusing, and also ps : 
111. BRIEF SUMMARY ANO ANALYSIS conflicting points. The iheteret has 


seen several UFOs before, 


The observer reported that he had sighted a disceshaped obje 


that had a dome on top and also an antenna. The observer 
estimated that the object traveled from 30 to 60 MPH and was 
about 390 ft away. The observer felt a vibration and a hum. 
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22. HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THIS OR A SIMILAR PHENOMENON BEFORE? yes [ |NO. IF YES,” ¢ GIVE DATE AND 
LOCATION. 


~ —_ _— —_ — an —— gi I ee ee -—— — =—— = = - ee a ee ————— 


| 23. WAS ANYONE WiTH YOU AT THE TIME YOU SAW THE PHENOMENON? [ |Yes iJ NO. IF “YES,* DID THEY SEE IT TOO? 


; CIYes mn oe 


gm ee a em ee 


A. LIST THEIR N NAMES ANO ADDRESSES 
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, 28 GIVE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ABOUT YOURSELF 
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BDITIONAL INFORMATION INCLUDING OCCUPATION AND ANY EXPERIENCE WHICH MAY BE PERTINENT. 
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= DATE YOU CoOmeP_ ZETEC THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
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DAY ’ MONTH ?/ fuer ss wean _/ <7 4% 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1969 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1969 
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SIGHTING OF UNIDENTIFIED PHENOMENA QUESTIONNAIRE BUDGET BUREAU APPROVAL 


THIS QUESTIONNAIRE HAS BEEN PREPARED SO THAT YOU CAN GIVE THE U.S. ATR FORCE AS MUCH INFORMATION ] 
AS POSSISLE CONCERNING THE UNIDENTIFIED PHENOMENON THAT YOU HAVE OBSERVED. PLEASE TRY TO ] 


hue os _ 


ANSWER ALU OF THE QUESTIONS. THE INFORMATION YOU GIVE WILL BE USED FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES. 


YOUR NAME YILL NOT BE USED IN CONNECTION WITH ANY OF YOUR STATEMENTS OR CONCLUSIONS WITHOUT | 


YOUR PeMISSIGON. RETURN TO AIR FORCE BASE INVESTIGATOR FOR FORWARDING TO FTD (TDETR), WRIGHT- 


PATTERSC™ AFS,0OH10 45433, (AW AFR80-T7. (FF ADDITIONAL SHEETS ARE NEEDED FOR NARRATIVE OR SKETCHES 


PATTACH S°OURELY TO THIS FORM OR ANNOTATE WITH YOUR NAME FOR IDENTIFICATION.) 


WEN © 3 YOU SEE THE PHENOMENON? 


ne MONTH /. 2 YEAR sit tLe —_— 
Weas | Me DID YOu FIRST SIGHT THE PHENOMENON? det ot Sm o's ¢ eo ee Satin 
HOUR / minutes © ates Ly P.M. 
WHAT TIME DIO YOU LAST SIGHT THE SIRENS SE = 
—_— Boca s Mee a HOUR 3 wnutes_ 2. Pm. 
TIVE ZONE ™~S - +‘Tigavaacarsavince [f{isvannann  # # © 
dal 9b salar BF i t ben oi Merona 


HIGHWSY YOU WERE ON OR NEAR AND TRY TO FIX A DISTANCE AND DIRECTION FROM SOME RECOGNIZAGLE LANDMARK. 


IMAGINE YOU ARE AT THE POINT SHOWN IN THE SKETCH, PLACE AN “A” ON THE CURVED LINE TO SHOW HOW HIGH THE 
SH ENOMENON WAS ABOVE THE # OR IZON, OR SKYLINE. WHEN FIRST SEEN. PLACE A °8* ON THE SAME CURVED LINE TO 
SuSwW =D HIGH ABOVE THE HORIZON THE PHENOMENON WAS WHEN LAST SEEN 
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A HAND SR AWN MAP WHERE you WERE STANDING WITH REFERENCE TO THE ADORESS. 1F IN THE COUNTRY, lOENTIFY ‘THE | 
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SA. NOW IMAGINE YOU ARE AT THE CENTER OF THE COMPASS ROSE. PLACE AN “A* ON THE COMPASS TO INDICATE THE 
DIRECTION TO THE P4ENOMENON WHEN FIRST SEEN. PLACE A “B® ON THE COMPASS TO INDICATE THE DIRECTION TO 
THE PHENOMENON WHEN LAST SEEN. 


5. iN TRE SKETCH GELOW, PLACE AN “A” AT THE POSITION OF THE PHENOMENON WHEN FIRST SEEN, AND A "8" AT THE 
PSSITION OF THE PHENOMENON WHEN LAST SEEN. CONNECT THE “A® ANDO "8" WITH ALINE TO APPROXIMATE THE 
MOVEMENT OF TH PHENOMENON SETWEEN *A* AND "“G". THAT IS, SCHEMATICALLY SHOW WHETHER THE MOVEMENT 
APPEARED TO BE STRAIGHT, CURVED OR ZIG-ZAG. REFER TO SMALLER SKETCH AS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO COMPLETE 
THE LARGER SSETCH. 
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8. WHERE WERE YOU WHEN you SAW THE PHENOMENON? 1C hee k k appropriate blow ‘he. , 
wuT iN BUSINESS SECTION OF CITY 


_~* IN BUILOING err are “SEC1 
| TaN can yas AS ORIVER (jase PASSENGER ie 
Jw sas 


—— mem ee z= SS—C == — 


Tian AIFSLANE [JASPILOT —— [_] AS PASSENGER 


a a ee 


SST = oS = ES Ee ——— Se SS SS = 


2S SEE SS SS = = :. =n 


IN RESIDENTIAL SECTION OF ciTy 


a i 


IN OPEN COUNTRYSIDE 
NEAR AIRFIELD 
FLYING OVER Se 


———_— mm mm pe ee er i 


VOTHE®S | FLYING OVER OPEN COUNTRY 
OTHER 
ml ar eS : a a se 
ZA. IF YOu WERE IN A VEHICLE, COMPL ETE THE FOLLOWING: 
we am SIRECTION WERE you MOVING? HOW FAST WERE you MOVING? 
| NORTH EAST 


S| =_-_ Smee 


DID YOU STOP ANYTIME WHILE OSSERVING THE 
PHENOMENON? 


2 a A 
| [NORTHEAST Pa SOUTHEAST | 
_ NOR~=WEST oe a SOUTHWEST 


EXPLAIN *H=THER SUCH MOVEMENT AFFECTS YOUR SKETCHES IN ITEMS 5 AND 6. 


[ } Yes [ ]NoO 


i a TR: ee EEE EE Ee SS eS SS SO ee lg 


SOESCRIGE *1PE OF VEHICLE YOU WERE IN AND TYPE OF ROAD, TERRAIN OR BODY OF WATER YOU TRAVERSED DURING 
THE SIGHTING. STATE WHETHER WINDOWS OR CONVERTIBLE TOP WERE UP OR DOWN. 


ee OOO eee _____ ee eee 


Mw OW MUCH OTHER TRAFFIC WAS THERE? 


= a eS re SS Ee ee EE EE ee ee 


[ D1D YOU NOTICE ANY AIRPLANES? []ves [4 NO. IF "YES," DESCRIBE WHEN THEY WERE IN SIGHT RELATIVE TO THE TIME 
1 OF SIGHTING THE PHENOMENON AND WHERE THEY WERE IN THE SKY RELATIVE TO THE POSITION OF THE PHENOMENON, 


«oe —= << a FS 
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CERTAIN OF TIME 


FAIRLY CERTAIN 


———— ES SS Se — 


‘5. | ) ee HOW LONG WAS THE PHENOMENON IN SIGHT? 


NOT VERY SURE 


———— ee SS ee OES =_—_ I 


JUST A GUESS 


——— ee ee ee ee ee 


tENGTH OF 7 ME ee ee ' L 
oe ee ee, ee SS ee 
HOW WAS TiME SETERMINED? 


a > i} “AFF Yet pf 
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WAS THE BRENSMENON IN SIGHT CONTINUOUSLY? []YES [2ZNO. IF “NO,” INDICATE WHETHER THIS IS DUE TO YOUR 
MOVEMENT OF THE BEHAVIOR OF THE >4ENOMENON, AND DESCRIBE SUCH MOVEMENT OR BEHAVIOR. INDICATE DISAP- 
PEARANTES O% PREVIOUS SKETCHES. 


: a —_ - F — — _— e+ = P ,* i | a ; _ j 
PUES FO BE KPPeUIOR OFF THE PHEAOM FHOA 
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ee ES ———_———— — SS PSS = = = = 


ee eee i Ee TSR NS EE ee — a 


$10. IF THERE WERE MORE THAN ONE PHENOMENON, HOW MANY WERE THERE? DRAW A PICTURE TO SHOW HOW THEY WERE 
: ARRANGEDO. DIO THIS ARRANGEMENT CHANGE DURING THE SIGHTING? 


a. te —L EE {. L/ fA 5 OSI LE. POPE C : AE COOP ID be Pe? EF rh Ost Fis er 
2 = Teas POSS Bes SLOPE 
BS, | | . | CON DITIONS (Check o appropriate Matha: ‘- 
ta x= Ta. | | WEATHER ‘én an 
DAY | eae [| cumucus cLouns (Low fluffy) FOG OR MIST — 
a TWILIGHT CIRRUS CLOUDS (High fleecy or Herring. HEAVY RAIN 


a 
wae 


= PARTLY CLO Sv CUMULONIMBUS CLOUDS SNOW oR SLEET 

a | COMPLETELY SVERCAST (Thunderstorms) | 

5 TERE Ne OR SE ua aratie en u 58 Sh — 

Ceo = [vate onswoo 

' we. IF THE SIGHTING WAS AT TWILIGHT OR NIGHT, WHAT OID YOU NOTICE about THE STARS AND MOON? 

ray | STARS (2) MOON 

i [NONE is BRIGHT MOONLIGHT 

L } = = . = — ‘ ol 

[ A FEW | | | MOON WITH HALO | | | | 

) MANY | | MOON HI QDEN B Y c L O r DS | ae "4 cana AONE ArT aE Ree oe Peron es | 
i'UNKNOWN | IPARTIAL (New or quarter) AEE BLU SESS Un ES ae Wek Sua 


[. iF SIGHTING WAS IN DAYLIGHT, WAS THE SUN ViSi@Le? []YES []NO. IF "YES," WHERE WAS THE SUN AS YOU FACED 
THE PHENOMENON? 


TO YOUR RIGHT OVERHEAD (Near noon) 


TO YOURLEFT _ | UNKNOWN 


]'N FF FRONT OF YOu : 
| BAC “ OF You 


SE. SPECIFY THE MAJOR SOURCE OF ILLUMINA TION PRESENT OURING THE SIGHTING, SUCH AS THE SUN, HEADLIGHTS OR 
STHEET LAMP, ETC. FOR TERRESTRIAL ILLUMINATION, SPECIFY DISTANCE TO LIGHT SOURCE. 
—— . at j sae 5 DF sco be 
Pa ah - bos Pe! i A\ y AS “> FP i, { i AL c AS 


5 12. GIVE A Sri BES— Fi PTION OF THE PHENCYENON, INDICATING WHETHER IT APPEARED DARK OR LIGHT, WHETHER IT 
PEFLECTEDSD L!S*7 OF WAS SELF-LUMINOUS AND WHAT COLORS YOU NOTICED. DESCRIBE YOUR IMPRESSION OF WHETHER 
iT wASs S$oLiD oO ‘— TS ANSPARENT, WHETHER EDGES WERE SHARP OR FUZZY. DESCRIBE THE SHAPE OR INDICATE IF IT | 
APPEASED AS A FO NT OF LIGHT. INDICAT? COMPARISONS WITH OTHER OBSERVED OBJECTS, LIKE STARS, A LIGHT OR 
OTHER OBJECT IN YOUR FIELD OF VIEW. 
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i 


a | - DID THE PHENOMENON 
MOVE IN A STRAIGHT LINE? _ | j | ) 
STANO STIL. AT ANYTIME? 

| SUDDENLY 5755 UP AND RUN AWAY? 
BREAK UPS PARTS AND EXPLODE? 

ICHANGE COLcR?!” ew 

cive Ser oMoMe? 

CHANGE ©) G4TNESS? 

PCHANGE 3--@87 
FLASH OR °_iTKER? 
CISAP®EA= \WD REAPPEAR? 


eee I ee 


SPIN LIKE A TOP? 
MAKE ANOISE? 
, FLUTTER OR WOBBLE? __ | “* 
44. WHAT C&EW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE PHENOMENON? 
* 
) 


A. HOW DID IT FINALLY DISAPPEAR? 


B. DID THE @™ENOMENON MOVE BEHIND OR IN FRONT OF SOMETHING, LIKE A CLOUD, TREE, OR BUILDING AT ANY TIME? 


—_ 
ro ve Cc. (© *VES,” OESTRISE. 
—— me 
: “= =, , +> a : = : t F 4 Pa rs - = 4 f 7 } Pt 
> (DPE LP, . SASF) - 3 i) /. JY sh io 
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15. DRAW A PICTURE THAT WILL SHOW THE SHAPE OF THE PHENOMENON. INCLUDE AND LABEL ANY DETAILS THAT MIGHT 
HAVE APPEARED AS WINGS OR PROTRUSIONS, ANO INDICATE EXHAUST OR VAPOR TRAILS. INDICATE BY AN ARROW THE 
DIRECTION THE PHENOMENON WAS MOVING. 


4 AT ARM’S LENGTH IN FRONT OF A KNOWN OBJECT, SUCH AS A STREET 


‘6. WHAT WAS Txt -“%QULAR Size? HOLD AMATCO 
L4“¥> Of TeE MOON. NOTE HOW MUCH OF TRE CBJECT IS COVERED SY THE HEAD OF THE MATCH. NOW IF YOU HAD 
SEEN £2SLE ~ -E2=OPM THIS EXPERIMENT AT THE TIME CF THE SIGHTING, ESTIMATE WHAT FRACTION OF THE 
Pa ENOME ~ NW-ULS = AVE BEEN COVE FED By THE MATCH HEAD, 
'y 
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i — “Na oe ome 


> - ama. Se _~—& ll elle te se | 


DID YOU OBSERVE THE PHENOMENON THROUGH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING? INCLUDE INFORMATION ON MODEL, 
TYPE, FILTER, LENS PRESCRIPTION OR OTHER APPLICABLE DATA. 


| 
| 
mn EYEGLASSES e sen CAMERA VIEWER | . | | 
SUNGLASS ye | BINOCULARS 
WINDSHIELD —— TELESCOPE 
SIE WINDOW OF VEHICLE | THEODOLITE coe T- sl 
| | WINDOWPANE . | OTHER ¥ i 
" 50 (OU O22 NARILY WEAR GLASSES? []yes [xX}no | 8. do you USE READING GLASSES? {ire YES | PN. 
$8. WHAT As YOUR IMPRESSION OF THE SPEED OF THE 19. WHAT WAS YOUR IMPRESSION OF THE DISTANCE OF THE 
PHENGMENON?, GIVE ESTIMATE OF SPEED 3 —/ LY} fj F Le PHENOMENON? GIVE ESTIMATE OF DISTANCE: 2 #7 
' ee = es ee = 
20. 1N OED=" THAT WE MAY OBTAIN AS CLEAR A PICTURE AS POSSIBLE OF WHAT YOU SAW, DESCRIBE IN YOUR OWN WORDS 
: A COMMON OBJECT OR OBJECTS WHICH, WHEN PLACED IN THE SKY, SIMILAR TO WHERE YOU NOTED THE PHENOMENON. 
WOULD STAR SOME RESEMBLANCE TO WHAT YOU SAW. DESCRIDE SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
COMMON OBJECT AND WHAT YOU SAW. 


| 21. DID YOU NOTICE ANY ODOR, NOISE, OR HEAT EMANATING FROM THE PHENOMENON OR ANY EFFECT ON YOURSELF, 
ANIMALS OR MACHINERY IN THE VicINiTY? [x} YES [']NO. IF “YES,” DESCRIBE. 
i. ; ee ~~ => ) ‘2 ¥ i, = = Fs 4 } “ = . — - / en Cal ave 
- lll = rs ; = ) /? fH f | i - Qe J Fhe os / > J * hy Me i : i. Fd . "s f Af i= ~*~ f / rf } 
, # : , 
i+ | = a (- | } ie 44 P den "> 4 If) — } > ° f t~ a wa ~~ ; ) — Se i '- ' 
| | I. j , CO LOSA F3C. cal Ae Me OL | /- //\ & jf f/ IV GH 
— so : 
—m \ 
| 
A. DD THE P-eNGMENON DISTUR® ~~E J=OUND OR LEAVE ANY PHYSICAL EVIDENCE. [ ]YES [-jNO. | | 
1 *YES.* SETCarEe 
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| 22. HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THIS OR A SIMILAR PHENOMENON BEFORE? |.] YES IF *“YES," GIVE DATE ANO 


LOCATION. 


f 


[ ] No. 


ak aim ee 
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ALTERNATIVELY PROVIDE A NARRATIVE EXPLANATION OF THE SIGHTING. 
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SE 


REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


SUBJECT: 


TO: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC) 
WRIGHT.PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO 45433 


(UFO) 


UFO Observation, 26 Feb 1969 


Springfield, Ohio 15506 


eference your recent unidentified flying object sighting which 
you reported to the Air Force. The information which we have 
eived is not sufficient for a scientific investigation. Request 
you complete the attached AF Form 117 and return it in the self- 
addressed envelope. Thank you for reporting your observation to 
the Air Force. 


HECTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Lt Colonel, USAF 1 Atch 

Chief, Aerial Phenomena Office AF Form 117 w/envelope 
Aerospace Technologies Division 

Production Directorate 
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NICAP MASSACHUSETTS INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 


BOX 13}. WENHAM MASS 0.984 
AU 61/7 418 4815 


4 SUBJECT: NICAP MASS SUBCOM Monthly Report - January 1959 

DA E: 12 February 1969 
FROM: Raymond —. Fowler, Chairma. “ 
TO: NICAP, Washington, D.C. ce: FID/WPAFR 

J. McDonald 

J. Hynek 
At acned for your files is the NICAP MASS SUBCOM Monthly Report 
for January 1969. 
Th: “Witness Profile Report" for each month will now be a physic: | 
pat of the Monthly Sighting Report and will be found c1 page 13 
Pa es 1-6 and overlays will comprise the 1969 Annual Ov earview 
Report at the end of the ‘year. 
NICAP MASS UFO Report #69-6 has been sent to NICAP. #6€)-4 is still 
in process. Other than these two reports, there were n» others in 
tne unknown category. As practiced in the past, only tiose reports 
considered "unknown" will be submitted to NICAP. Howev:r, copies of 
th se in the "known" category are kept on file at NICAP MASS and 
co,ies may be obtained upon request. 

Kespectfully submitted, 
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SIGHTING OF UNIDENTIFIED PHENOMENA QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER 21-R258 


THIS QUESTION NAIRE HAS BEEN PREPARED SO THAT YOU CAN GIVE THE U.S AIR FORCE AS MUCH INFORMATION 
AS POSSIBLE CONCERNING THE UNIDENTIFIED PHENOMENON THAT YOU HAVE OBSERVED. PLEASE TRY TO 
ANSWER ALL OF THE QUESTIONS. ‘THE INFORMATION YOU GIVE WILL BE USED FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES 


1YOUR NAME WLLL NOT BE USED IN CONNECTION WITH ANY OF YOUR STATEMENTS OR CONCLUSIONS WITHOUT 


YOUR PERMISSIGN. RETURN TO AIR FORCE BASE INVESTIGATOR FOR FORWARDING TO FTD (TDETR), WRIGHT 
94)0 45433, IAW AFR 80-17, (IF ADDITIONAL SHEETS ARE NEEDED FOR NARRATIVE OR SKETCHES 


ATTACH SF¢ “). ¥Y TO THIS FORM OR ANNOTATE WITH YOUR NAME FOR IDILNTIFICA TION. ) 
ry, WHEN DIT ~". SEE THE PHENOMENON? — > 
-y e ua ry ’ i io 
DAYS... ____ MONTH whi Piet WRAY Pie SG 
2? WHAT TIME D'D YOU FIRST SIGHT THE PHENOMENON? a | 
c“y 7 g HA es 
HOUR ais MINUTES nd Bs LAO [K] P.M 
3. WHAT TIME 71D YOU LAST SIGHT THE PHENOMENON? ; “a Of © ba me 
: i ‘) - a ? 
HOUR er” minutes ¢2 2. [“] A.M. [A] Pom. 
fa. TIME ZONE | ] DAYLIGHT SAVINGS (us STANDARD © : a 
F = 
(Xj EASTERN [ | CENTRAL [|_| MOUNTAIN [ | PACIFIC | |OTHER 
5 WHE ERE WEP - YOU WHEN YOU SAW THE suticneusey IF IN CITY. GIVE THE NEAREST STREET ADDRESS AND INDICATE ON 
A HAND D& «WN MAP WHERE YOU WERE STANDING WITH REFERENCE TO THE ADDRESS. IF IN THE COUNTRY. IDENTIFY THE 


HIGHWAY Y7U WERE ON OR NEAR AND TRY TO FIX A DISTANCE AND DIRECTION FROM SOME RECOGNIZABLE LANOMARK. 
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AFR &0-17(C!) 
GA, NOW IMAGINE YOU ARE AT THE CENTER OF THE COMPASS ROSE. PLACE AN “A* ON THE COMPASS TO INDICATE THE 
DIRECTION TO THE PHENOMENON WHEN FIPST SEEN. PLACE 4 "6B" ON THE COMPASS TO INDICATE THE DIRECTION TO 
THE PHENOMENO™ WHEN LAST SEEN. 


ean 


a ee ee ee 


= a_i ee —_— eee ia  —-—  -  —eeEE _— ——_— as = —_—— se ae 


See —= ee —— = 


FS in THE SKETCH BELOW, PLAGE AN “A” AT THE POSITION OF THE PHENOMENON WHEN FIRST SEEN, AND A °S" AT THE 

: -I"~'ON OF THE PHENOMENON WHEN LAST SEEN. CONNECT THE "a2" AND "8" WITH ALINE TO APPROXIMATE THE 
MOVEMENT OF THE PHENOMENON BETWEEN "A" AND "BR", THAT 1S, SCHEMATICALLY SHOW WHETHER THE MOVEMENT 
APPEARED TO BE STRAIGHT, CURVED C8 ZIG-ZAG. REFER TO SMALLER SKETCH AS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO COMPLETE 
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Pleteorite Shower 


(from Page 1) 


He reported back to the Center the 
recovery of 20 meteorite samples with 
a total weight of more than 100 kilo- 
grams. 712 everyone's excitement, the 
meteorites were identified as Type 3 
carboracecus chondrites, o rare kind 
of meteo-its thought to contain traces 
of extro-terrestrial organic matter. 


Dr. Kiog immediately returned to 
the Un states with samples of the 
inateria! for analysis in laboratories 
at NASA and at the Smithsonian Astro- 


physical Ooservatery. 

Ac the Observatory, the samples 
went to Dr. Edward Fireman for radio- 
isotopic measurements. According to 
Fireman, this analysis began less than 
100 hours after the fragments fell from 
space, perhaps ‘“‘the fastest it has 
evet been done.’ 

Even before the first samples ar- 
rived in the labs, however, Drs. Brian 
Mason and Roy Clarke of the Smith- 
sonian Institution’s Division of Min- 
eral Sciences, flew to Pueblito de 
Allende to search for additional frag- 
meats and to map the distribution of 
the fall over a 50-square-kilometer 
area. 


Mason ond Clarke reported back 
that they picked up 26 kilograms of 
frogments within the first three hours 
of their search! 

Chuck Tougas and Skip Schwartz 
from the SAO’s Me. Hopkins and 
Praici e Network respectively -- pat h 
experienced meteorite hunters -- also 
wen = Central Mexico to gat cher 
eye-witness reports of the fire>all 
sighting as an aid to scientists tore 
ting its } tenjectaey and possible origin 


Both rhe Mason-<Clarke and Touzas- 


Schwar cams crema tned in the area 
about a week gathering information 
ana adcit.cnme. 32 ples. 

The Dowd :s Ge Allende Meteorite 


Shower may crore to be one of the 
most valua>is in history. For example, 
it is only the second time that abala- 
tion samples com the atmosphere have 
been cocl.ecte¢d simultaneously with 
samples on tht zround. 

The success of the speedy meteor- 
ite recovery is due to many factors: 
the fast cction ‘indeed, the very exist- 
ence) of the Smithsonian Center for 
Short-Lived Phenomeng; the coopera- 
tion of the Air Force, NASA, and 
USGS; the help of the Mexican people; 
end a good bit of luck! 
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STARS Feil 
ON ALLENDE 


Early the morning of February 8, 
a blinding blue-white fireball] turned 
night into day over a 1000-mile path 
from southern Mexico to El! Paso, 
Texas, 

Hundreds of observers throughout 
Mexico reported seeing the brilliant 
flash of light and hearing a tremen- 
dous explosion. More important, a 
veritable shower of meteorite frap- 
ments fell on the little town of Pueb- 
loit de Allende in the plains of Centra] 
Mexico. 

Within 12 hours after this spectacu- 
lar event, The Smithsonian Astro- 
physical Center for Short-Lived Phe- 
nomena was coordinating the recovery 
of more than 100 kilograms of rare 
meteoritical material for almost im- 
mediate analysis in several govern- 
ment laboratories. 

The Cenccr’s first step was to get 
cooperation from the United States Air 
Force in collecting possible abalation 
samples from the fireball still present 
in the atmosphere. Air Force meteo- 
rologists calculated the wind direction 
and ‘velocities at the time of fall and 
a B-57 was flown through the probable 
dust train, which by then had drifted 
overthe Gulf of Mexico. 

Samples of atmospheric dust col- 
lected by special filter traps aboard 
the B-57 were sent to the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey laboratory in Menlo 
Park, California, for analysis by Dr. 
Michael Carr. 

At the same time, the Smithsonian 
Center, from its Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts headquarters, contacted 
Mexican officials and learned that 
possible fragments had been found on 
the ground, 

Independently, Dr. Albert King, a 
scientist at the Nationa! Aeronautics 
and Space Administration’s Manned 
Space Flight Center in Houston, 
Texas, traveled to Mexico and per- 
sonally inspected the area of reported 
fall. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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CHIHUAHUA, Mexico - 
(UPI— A blinding blue-white 
frehall, believed to be a 


meteor, tured nizht into day 
acresa Mexico and the south- 
western United States early 
Saturday then pounded to 
earth Like a bormh. 

“The light was so brillant 
could see an ant walking 
on the floer,”” said Guillermo 
Astinsolo, a Chihuahua news- 
paper editor, 


ue 


“Tt Was so bricht we had 
to hide our eyes.” 


THE LIGHT from the fire- 
bal! was sighted for at least 
L000 miles along ai (Iine 
stretching from central Avi- 
sona deep into the superstition- 


reden outlands of porthern 
\iexicn. 
The people, especially the 


peopie in the small villages, 
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Asunsalo 


are verv alarmed," 
said. “They say this an 
announcement that the world 
will soon end.” 

Astinsalo and other witnesses 
in the hwo countries indicated 
the suspected meteor thun- 
dered to earth in the almast 
inipassable terrain of the 
Sierra Madre mowttains south 
of Clubuahua and north of 
Durango, Mexico. 
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RePORTS FROM stich 
mountain towns as Parral. 
Santa Kharbara de Oro and 
Valle Aliende said the Mex- 
ican residents saw the fire- 
ball) and felt it pound to 
carth,. Asunsolo gaid the tn- 
pact created “a tremendous 
tremor” that shook the 
cround fer hundreds of miles 
so hard that “some windows 
broke,’ 
arma ttcereed 
ehh prt te 


ms allnted POF 
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But Dr. Renaid Sehors, an 
astronomer with the Jet Pro- 
pulsion lah at Pasadena, 
Calif., who was visiting the 
MeDonald observatory at 
Fort Davis, Tex., said the 
fireball micht have broken 
up and never landed. He said 
the tremors felt by residents 
micht have been caused by 
a sonic boom created by the 
fireball streaking through the 
night sky. 

“It was extremely bright,” 
Schors said. “We had high 
clouds in the area bul it 
burned richt throuch, It was 
much brighter than Haley's 
comet.’ 

Reports from Parral, in the 


northern state of Chilalwa, 
said resifents timmbled frem 
their beds, thinking it was an 
earthquake. 
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 


WALLOPS STATION, WALLOPS ISLAND, VIRGINIA 23337 
TELEPHONE; VALLEY 4-3411 - EXTS. 584 and 579 


FOR RELEASE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1969 


Relesse No. 69-5 
WALLOPS LAUNCHES 13 EXPERIMENTS 


IN A 12-HOUR PERIOD 


The National Aeronautics and Space Administration con- 
ducted seven chemical cloud experiments between sunset last 
night and dawn today from its Wallops Island, Virginia, 
Station. 

Liftoff times were 6:11 p.m., 8:00 p.m., 10:19 p.m., 
12:00 p.m. (midnight), 2:00 a.m., 4:00 a.m., and 6:13 a.m. 

Two-stage sounding rockets were used to carry these 
chemical payloads -- a Nike-Tomahawk for the first launch 
and Nike-Apaches for the other six launches. 

Two different chemicals--soidum and trimethylaluminum 
(IMA}--were used in this series, to continue the study of 
wind erructure in the upper atmosphere through a region from 
arourc 5°) statute miles up to 186 miles. Data on wind con- 
ditions were obtained by photographing the motion of the 
trails from five camera sites within a 100-mile radius of 


-“more- 
of 


Wallops Island. Similar tests were conducted here last 
February. 

“ne dusk and dawn firings were sodium vapor experiments 
which generated reddish-orange clouds visible for hundreds of 
miles along the East Coast. Reports of sightings were re- 
ceived from Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Tennessee, and Indiana. 
The cther five payloads consisted of trimethylaluminum (TMA) 
which formed pale white clouds, less visible than the sodium, 

In conjunction with the vapor series, the U. S. Army 
Ballistics Laboratory, Aberdeen, Maryland, fired six cesium 
experiments from Wallops in a comparative study of winds. 

The cesium was carried in projectiles fired from a 7-inch 
gun barrel to an altitude of 330,000 feet. Liftoff times 
were 8:07 p.m., 10:24 p.m., 12:05 a.m., 2:05 a.m., 4:10 a.m., 
and 6:23 a.m. Three of these experiments were unsuccessful 
because the chemical was not ejected. Dispersion of the 
cesium, not visible to the unaided eye, is recorded by 
grounc-cased radar and Ionospheric Sounding Stations. 

Tne .aunchings were conducted in cooperation with the 


GCA Cerooration, Bedford, Massachusetts, under contract to 
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A's Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, Maryland. 
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3 
E. Benjamin Jackson was the Wallops Station Project Engineer, 
responsible for coordinating pre-launch, launch, and tracking 


operations. 
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40. 1F THERE WERE MORE THAN ONE PHENOMENON, HOW MANY WERE THERE’ DRAW A PICTURE TO SHOW HOW THEY WERE 
ARRANGED. DID THIS ARRANGEMENT CHANGE OURING THE SIGHTING? 


V1. CONDITIONS (Check appropriate Slowks.) 
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iit PHENOMENON? 
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De, SPECIFY TME MAJOR SOURCE OF ILLUMINATION PRESENT DURING THE SIGHTING, SUCH AS THE SUN, HEADLIGHTS OR 
STREET LAM?, ETC. FOR TERRESTRIAL ILLUMINATION, SPECIFY DISTANCE TO LIGHT SOURCE. 
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43. DID THE PHENOMENON | yes | No |UNKNOWN 
MOVE IN A STRAIGHT LINE? | Pee. SE See — . 
STAND STIL’ AT ANYTIME? = ~” | 
SUDDENLY 5°20 UP AND RUN AWAY? | 
BREA UP IN PARTS AND EXPLODE? 
CHANGE COLOR? | | 


- 5MC**%e? 


Se = ——— ee Ss 
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} 14. WHAT CREW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE PHENOMENON? 
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15. DRAW A PICTURE THAT WILL SHOW THE SHAPE OF THE PHENOMENON. INCLUDE AND LABEL ANY OETAILS THAT MIGHT 
HAVE APPEARED AS WINGS OR PROTRUSIONS, AND INDICATE EXHAUST OR VAPOR TRAILS. INDICATE BY AN ARROW THE 
DIRECTION THE PHENOMENON WAS MOVING. 
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1S. WHAT WAS Tee A NGULAR SIZE? HOL D A MATCH AT ARM‘S LENGTH: a FRONT OF A KNOWN OBJECT, SUCH AS A STREET 
LAM? OR THE MOON. NOTE HOW MUCH OF THE OBJECT IS COVERED BY THE HEAD OF THE MATCH. NOWIF YOU HAD 
BEEN ASLE 72 *F2°FSRM THIS EXPERIMENT AT THE TIME OF THE SIGHTING, ESTIMATE WHAT FRACTION OF THE 
PHENOMENON WCLU_D HAVE BEEN COVERES SY THE MATCH HEAD. 
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